
Financial Planning Principles 
 

This material has been prepared for informational purposes only and is not intended to provide, and should not 
be relied upon for, tax, legal or accounting advice nor is it intended to be a solicitation for business.  

Investment advisory services offered through Main Street Financial Solutions LLC.   

 

When choosing a financial advisor, sharing a common set of principles and beliefs is critical to a 
successful relationship. As such, below are our financial planning principles for your review. 

To Be Successful, You Must Have a Plan: Just like you don’t get into your car without a destination 
and an approximate route to get there in mind, financial planning is much the same. To be successful, 
we must first define what success means—that is the identification of your life’s purpose and the 
goals associated with that purpose. Then we can craft a financial strategy specifically designed to 
pursue those objectives. 

We Are Planning Focused: Many firms are either primarily insurance or investment focused, 
whereas we are planning-focused. This is because we know that decisions made in one area will 
impact many others. Thus, we constantly keep your complete financial life in mind to ensure proper 
alignment between each of your life’s goals. 

Financial Planning Is Not Precise; It Is Adaptive: We know that the world (markets, economy) 
and our personal lives (income, health, family) are ever-changing. A plan that sits on a shelf couldn’t 
possibly account for all that life will throw at you, so we meet regularly to adjust your plan as needed 
to reflect the current reality.  

We Control the Things We Can Control: We will not pretend to know which way the market will 
go next as there are no facts about the future. We believe in controlling what we can control. That 
is, the amount we save, how long we give our savings to grow, our asset allocation, our behavior, 
and how we plan for various risks. These are what will ultimately determine your success. 

Prepare for What Can Go Wrong; Invest for What Can Go Right: Even the absolute best 
investment portfolio can be undone if you are not prepared for life’s what-ifs. A few examples might 
include an unexpected death, health issues, accidents, lawsuits, or becoming disabled. Planning for 
and insuring against these risks is what allows us to invest for all that can go right. We cannot 
control what happens to us, so it is imperative that we are prepared for each of these possibilities. 

Good Planning Has a Long Time Horizon: We view every client relationship as a lifelong 
partnership. This is a significant advantage because our single objective is to provide advice that 
will (hopefully) result in the accomplishment of your multi-decade goals and we expect to walk with 
you every step of the way.  

We Follow Our Own Advice: As the steward of many of our clients’ complete financial lives, we 
believe that we should plan for our own financial lives by using these same financial planning 
principles. So, that’s exactly what we do. 

We sincerely hope that through our collaborative approach and principles-based planning 
philosophy, you will feel encouraged to pursue what is most meaningful to you. 


